Sunday, 30 April 2006

1How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts!  2My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  4Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; they will still be praising You.  

8O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;…  (Psalm 84)
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… we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.  To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.

(2 Corinthians 2:15-16)
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Outline & Notes

Title / Text:  
Is your Sunday special enough?



Matthew 28:5-6

Introduction: Jesus is Alive!

1 The tomb is empty

2 The truth is obscured

3 The disciples are restored



‘Pain My Companion’:
In this area my conscience is quite unreliable.  I have to look to the Bible to find whether or not my anger is righteous.  When it is, my feelings of guilt must be disregarded.  The Christian faith is founded on facts not feelings.

When my short fuse blows, God can even use that.  I am sure that few things make as much of an impression on children as when their parents say that they are sorry. We impress on our little ones time and again, ‘Say sorry.’  Yet how rarely does a child have an apology from an adult? Anger has a place, but it has to be kept in it.

I had clung to the verse, Romans 8:28…  I felt confused that all things did not seem to be working together for any good that I could see. …we narrow that verse quite unscripturally.  We think of ‘our good’ as being in terms of our comfort, our happiness, our success, etc.  But all things do work together for our ultimate good, and our ultimate good is that we are conformed to Christ and so prepared for heaven.  That process, by necessity, will at times be hard, at times be painful, at times cause us great sorrow and suffering. (Irene Howat, pp.57-59, Pain My Companion)
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He is … A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.  … Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; … But He was wounded for our transgressions, … and by His stripes we are healed.

(Isaiah 53:3-5)
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Outline & Notes

Title / Text:  
Faith-shakers (4) – Evil & Suffering 


Romans 5:12

1. Introduction: Sin & Death

2. Brought in by Man

3. Suffered by Man & God

4. Solved by the God-Man

Notices:




(“…if the Lord wills”, James 4:25)
· 
· After service this morning: 
Tea / coffee, & Sunday School.
· This evening – the service at 6:30pm. 
· Mid-week meetings:
· Ladies’ Bible Study – next one due on 9 May.

· Prayer time – Wed. (3 May)  from 7:30pm, at the Manse study (please use the side gate).
· Bible Study – Friday (5 May); on Hosea, from 2:21; at 8:15 for 8:30pm; at the Haffendens’ place, Chipstead (tel: 01737.271 225)
· Next Sunday (7 May) 
meetings for God’s service and worship:
10:30am & 6:30pm, 

both in the Cobham Day Centre.

Sermons:

a.m. – Making Disciples
(Matthew 28:16-20)

p.m. – Faith-Shakers (5) 

· ‘The Church’ has failed (1 Peter 2:12)

· AGM, Sunday, 14 May: – We need to have a meeting to cover a few business matters together, which is arranged for after church (& Sunday School) on 14 May.














































